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Moral Morels
Sharing the bounty from wildfires with those who fight them

Washougal, Washington, April 17th, 2018— Every year, forest fires ravage the west and pacific northwest, 
putting homes, businesses and people in harm’s way. In 2017 alone, there were 66,131 wildfires burning 9.8 
million acres. In a two-week period last October, Northern California experienced several forest fires that 
caused 23 fatalities, burned 245,000 acres, and destroyed 8,700 structures.
The moral dilemma posed by burn morels is: one person’s disaster becomes another person’s bounty. In 
Yosemite National Park alone, it is estimated that over one million morels grew after the last round of fires. 
Mushroom foragers often refer to morels found in burn areas as ‘burn morels’, but their correct scientific name 
is ‘phoenicoid’, meaning belonging to a group of fungi that fruit in response to heat. The word has the same root
as phoenix, the mythological bird that rises from the burnt ashes of its predecessor. 
The families of fallen firefighters do not receive any benefits for up to three months after tragedy strikes. 
Typically, severely injured firefighters only receive 60 percent of their base pay, barely able to support their 
families after an injury. Many families and firefighters struggle with suicide, depression and guilt after fires, 
often needing counseling to help cope with the long-term effects caused by horrific fires. The Wildland 
Firefighters Foundation is a charity built to help families of firefighters killed in the line of duty and to assist 
injured firefighters and their families deal with the human toll of fires.
Foods In Season is donating a portion of every burn morel sale towards our goal of $100,000, and is asking the 
5,000 restaurants we sell to nationally, and our grocery partners, like Costco and Whole Foods, to join us and 
help raise awareness for the wildland firefighters. Restaurants in every market are hosting special morel dinners 
and donating a portion of the proceeds. Grocery stores are participating by posting signage to help raise 
awareness, and setting up in house programs to raise money. 
Foods In Season, founded in 1984 by John Anderson, is America’s oldest and most trusted name in hyper
seasonal wild foraged and sustainable foods from the Pacific Northwest. Foods in Season is a family built
business deeply rooted to the land and place where we come from. The wild foraged foods and sustainable fish
we share with over 5,000 chefs nationwide are more than simply food, they are storytellers. It’s been our
mission for the last 35 years to share these stories of the Pacific Northwest across the Nation one table at a time.

The Wildland Firefighter Foundation honors those who have been killed in the course of protecting our lands,
our homes and our property. The main focus is to help families of firefighters killed in the line of duty and to



assist injured firefighters and their families.  We honor and acknowledge past, present, and future members of
the wildland firefighting community, and partner with private and interagency organizations to bring
recognition to wildland firefighters. The Wildland Firefighter Foundation is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization,
located in Boise, Idaho. The Foundation receives funding through private donations from individuals,
organizations, corporations, and foundations. Their Board of Directors represent the private sector, fire service,
survivor families, and government. The Foundation is in the process of forming an Advisory Board to lend
additional expertise and support to the Foundation’s programs. https://wffoundation.org/

###

A downloadable Moral Morel toolkit with logos, press releases and photographs is available at 
www.MoralMorels.com
If you would like more information about how you can participate, please call Francois de Melogue at 

866.767.2464, or email Francois@FoodsInSeason.com. 


